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Toallmy goo 
 * health, 
S Pu (my good friendes) 
A lluzuelled — Athens to 
Aegypt, and from thence 
through ſundry clymes to 
vt. his knowledge : ſo 
{ as deſirous as hee to ſearch 
| you deapth of thoſe liberall 
Artes wherein I wag a pro- 
Si fc{lour, lefte my ſtudle n 
. — bitington Colledge , & tra- 
| 2 country to grow famous in my facultie, ſo that * 
was ſo expert in the Art of Com- caching by my con- ewgare 
tinuall proftiſe „that 3 Philoſo a dens — 
Cartes, whoſe deepe inſight into this ſcience had drawn tington 
bim ttriſe througl euer / gaole in England, meeting of 
mee at A4 udſtone, gaue mee the hucklers, as the ſubtle» 
leſt that euer he ſawe in that quaint and myſticall forme 
of Fooloſophie: for if euer I brought my Conny but 
to cruſnapatte of ale with mee, I Nas as ſure of all the 
crownes Abe er as if hee had conueyed them into 
my ops polleſſion by a deede of gifte with lis owne 
unde. i 
At Dequoy, MMumchannce, Catch-dolt, Oure le bourſi mes 
Non eſt poſreþ1. „Datch Noddie » Or Iriſh one and — N 
none durſt euer make compare with me for ex. ellence: gam 
but as ſo many heades ſo many wits,ſo ſome that would e . 
1 | 


* 


not chere: 
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Al the mo- 


nie in cheir 


put ſe. 


dice, high- men, low - men, and dice barde for 


$ome Co- 


nic ate her 


—— — 


Tothe Readers 


not ſtoope a farthing at cardes, would venter all tlie 
223 at dice. Therefore had I cheates for 
the very ſiſe, ot the ſquariers ets, * 

all ad- 


uauntages: that if l fetcht in ani nauyce ey ther at ta- 
bles, or anie other game of haz ard, lwould bee ſure 
to ſtrippe him ot all that his purſe had in Eſſe, or his 
credyt in Poſſe, ere the ſimple Connie and I parted. 

When neyther of theſe would ſerue, I had conſort: 
that could rr I had a ſuper- 
—— ſrght into euery profitable . 83 
chat my priacif authenticall, and I fo famous, 
that had ark ven ng by thoſe two peruiſi Pam- 
„I mightatthe nexte Midſommer haue worne 
or Stoves cappe for a fauor. For I trauelſed almoſt 
all England, admired for my ingenious ca- 
pacirie : till comming about Exceter, I began to exer- 
ciſe my art, and drawing ina Tanner for a tame Conie, 
aſſoone as he had Joſt two ſhillings he made this replie. 
Sirha,akhough you haue a linery on your backe, anda 


* 2 cogniſance to countenance you withall, and beare the 


noblemens Port 
lucryes,as a 


ofa Gentleman, yet I ſee you are a falſe knaue and 
Conny-catcher,and this your companion your ſetrer, 


W. Bicket- and that before you and I part Ile proue. 


ton and o- 


ther. 


At theſe wordes Conny-catcher and Setter, l was 


driuen nito as great amaze, as if one had dropt out of 


the clowds,to heare a peſant cant the wordes of at be- 
15gingto our trade : yet I ſeta good face on the matter 
aud asked him what he ment by C wn IEA Marry 
(q. he)althogh it is your practiſe yet I haue for 3. pence 
bought a iſ Pamphler, that hathtanghtme to ſmoke 
ſuch a couple of knaues as you be. When I heard hun 
talke of ſmoaking,my heart waxed cold, and I began te 
gather into him gently. No no ſit (q. he)you cãnot verſe 


vpon me, this booke hath taught me to beware ofcroſ- 


buing: 
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biting: And ſo to be breefe he vſed me c urteouily, and 
that night cauſd the Conſtable to lodge mee 3 
& the nexte morning J was carried before the Juſtice, 

where like wiſe he had this curſed book of Conycatch- 
mg, ſo that hee could tel the ſecretes of mine art better 
then my ſelfe: vhereupon after ſtrict examination I was 
ſent to the gaole, & at the Seſſions by good hap & ſome 
triend that my money procured mee, I was deliuered. 
Aſloone as] was at liberey, ot one of theſe bookes, 
& began to toſſe it ouer very devoutly, wherin I tound 
one art ſo perfeMly anotomi ed, as it he had beue prac- 
titioner in our facultie forty winters before: then with 
a deepe ſigh I began to curſe this R. G. that had made a 
publike ſpoy le ot ſo noble a ſcĩence, and to exclaime a- 
gainſt that palpable aſſe whoſoever, that would nuke 
any pen-· man priuy to our ſecret ſciences. But ſee the 
ſequel, I ſmmoothered my ſorrowe in ſilence, and away I 
trudged out ot Deuonſſure, & went towards Cornwal, 
& comming to a ſimple Ale-houſe to lodge, I ſound at 
a ſquare table hard by the fire halfe a doozen countrie 
Farmars at cardes. Ihe ſight of theſe penny · fathers at 
22 me ſtraight into a pleaſant p. ſſion, to bleſle 
ortune that had offred fuch ſweet opportunity to ex- 

erciſe my wits, & fil my purſewithcrowns:for 1 coated 
all the mony they had,mine by proper intereſt. As thus 
I ſtood looking on them play ing at croſ- ruffe, one was 
taken reuoking,whercat the other ſaid; what neighbour 
wil you play the cony-catcher with vs ? nono,weehaue 
read the booke as wel as you. Neuer went a cupofſinall 
beare ſo ſorowfully down an Ale- knights belly in a fro- 
ſty-· morning. as that word ſtroke to my hart, ſo that for 
feate ot trouble I was fam to: ry my good hap a+ ſquare 
Pen which fortune fiuoring mee, | wan tWenty Hil- 
2 yet doe as ſimply as I could, I was not onelie 
pected, but called Conny - catclier and croſle- biter. 


But 
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But away I weat with the money, and camepre- 
ſenth to London, where Ino ſooner arriued mongſt 
rhe crue, but Iheard ofa (ſecond parte worle then the 
hr ſt, which drave mee into ſucha great choller, that I 
beganto enquire what this & G. hould bee. At laſt J 
learncd that hee was a ſcholler, and a Nlaiſter of Artes, 
and a Couny-catcher in lus kinde, though not at cards, 
and one that fauoured good fellowes, ſo they were not 
palpable offendorsin ſuch def crate lawes : wherevp- 
pon reading his bookes, and ſurueying euery line with 
deepe iudgement I began to note folly in tlie man, that 
would ſtraine a Gnat, and lette palle an Elephant: that 
would touch ſmall ſcapes , and ettegroſle taultes palle 
without any reprehenſion. Inſomuch that Ireſolued 
to make an Apologie, and to aunſwere his libelous in- 
ue ctiues, and to proue that we Conny-catchers are like 
little flies in the graſle, whichliuc : or little leaues and 
doe no more harme : whereas there bee in Englande 
other profeſſions that bee great Conny- cat chers and 
caterpillers, that make barraine tlie held wherem they 
baite. | 

Therfore all my good friends vouch of my paines, 
and pray for my proceedings, for | meanc to laue about 
with this X. G. and to ge hun ſuch 4 veny,that hc ihalbe 
afrayd heereafter to diſparage that my ſticall ſcience of 
Conny.-catching : if not, and chat I proue too weake for 
him mſophiſtrie, Imeane to borrowe 14 Brcksrions 
blade, of as good a temper as eg Ring Art hure, 
{word was, and lo challenge him tot lie ſingle combat : 
But deſirous to ende the quarrell vii h the peime it it 
be poſſible, hcare what I haue learned um /Y41irmgrox 
Colledge. | 

T ours in cardes and dice 
Cuthbert cony-catcher. 
| The 


THE DEFENCE OF 


Conny-catching. 


| Cannot but wonder maiffer R.G.whae 
to S. Joeticali fury made yoa ſo fantaſticke, 
ESP wh EY co wpteagaiſt Conup- catchers? Tas 
775 bout brate ſo bart ame that vou had no 
5 other ſubiect 2 02 pour wittes ſo dued 

Sa with diraming of lone PIamphlettes, 
that vou had no other humour left, but 
A ſatiricaity with Diogenes, to ſnarle at 
all mens manners * => nc uer founde in Tufly no2 Ariltotle, 
what a ſetter 02 a vet ſer was. | 

It had been the part ot a Scholler, to haue wꝛitten ſcrienſlp 
of ſowe graut ſubiect, eicher Philo ſophically to haue ſyt wen how 
you were pꝛoſicient m Canibridge o diumcly to haue manifeſted 
pour re lig ion to the woꝛld Such truuall trinke ts and thzeedbare 
craſh, had better ſecmed J. D. whoſe bzames beaten to the par⸗ 
king vp of Ballades, might moze lawfully haue glaunſt at the 
quaint conccues of tonny-catching and crofle- biting. 

B ut to this my obtection , mee thmkes J heart your maſhip 
learnedly reply , Naſcimur pro patria: Euery man is not voꝛne 
foꝛ himſcife, but fo2 his country: and that the ende of all ſtudious 
indeuours ought to tende to the aduancing of vertue, oꝛ ſuppꝛeſ- 
ſing ol vice in the tommon- wealth. So that pou haue herem tore 
the part ofs good ſubiect, and a good ſcholler, to anotomtʒze ſuch 
ſecret villantes as are p2aceiſed by coſoning companions, to the 
ducrthꝛow of the ſimple people: ſoꝛ by the diſcoucryof ſuch per- 
kitious lawes, pou ſecke to roote out of the tommon- wealth, ſuch 
ll and licentious liuing perſons. as do Eu ſucco duu e, liue 
of the ſweat ofother mens bro es, and vnder ſuvtil ſhiftes oł 
Witte abuſed, freke to ruine the flour ing cate of C nglande, 
Theſe you tall vipcrs, moathcs of the common-wealth, caterpil⸗ 
icrs wozle then Cod rayned downe on Egypt, rotten fleſh which 
unit 


92322 
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mad be divided from the whole. 
E nie reſecandum eit ne part ſucera trahatwy, | 
This maiſter R. C. Tknow will be your an ſwere, as it is the 
pꝛetendedcauſe of pour muriaus Painphlets. And indeede it u 
very well done, but greater had pour pꝛaile been, if pou hadente- 
red uno the nature of moꝛe grolle abuſes, and ſet downe the parti- 
cular enozmmties that growe from luche palpable villanies, Foz 
truth rt ia, that this is the Jron age, wher em iniquitie hath the vps 


per bande, and all conditions and eſtates of men ſeeke to liue by 


their wittes, and he is counted wiſeſt. that hath the deepeſt mſigbe 
into the getting of games : cucry thing now that is found pꝛolita⸗ 


lle, is counted honeſt and lawtull: and men are valued by the pz 


wealth. not by their vertues. Mee that camiot diſlemble cannot 
ue, and men puttheir lonnes row a dapes Appzentiles , not ta 


carne trades and occupations, but craftes and myſteries. 


L: then witte in this age be courted a great patrunonp, and 
ſubt le tie an miepar able accident to all eſtates, why ſhould vou bee 
lo ſpitefult maſter R. G. topooze Conny*carthers aboue all the 
reſt, liththep att the Umplen loules of all i {þ:tting to liue in this 
gutt wile wo lt? 

But you play like the Spider that makes her webbe to intrap 
and ſnart litle Flyca but weaucs it fo flenveely, that the great ones 
bꝛeake thꝛougb without any dammage. Youſtraine Onats, and 
paſſe cuer Elephants: you ſcoure the ponde of a fewe croakyng 
Freqoes,ant leauc behindt an infinite number of moſt ven me us 
D:02þ10ns. Mou decypher pooze Conny-catchers, that perhaps 
with at: icke at cardes, winne foztie (hullings from a churle that 
can{pareit, andncuer talke of thole Caterpillcrs that vndoo the 
pooze rume whoic Lo:d!hips , infect the common-wealth, and 
belight tnnothmg but u wrong ul extoztmg and purlopumg of 
pclte, when as luch be the greateſt Conny-catchers ot all, as by 
pour ffaucimailter ,R QF wil make marifctt. 

Su reuerente on pour woꝛſbip, had pou luch a moate in pour 
eye, that you could not fre thoſe Fot tur d Gentlemen that hyde 
onder their gownes faced with toynes, moze kalſhood then all the 
Conn/-caichers m England bellde, tholc miſerable Ulurers (J 
nicane ) that like Tu.tures pꝛap vppon the pepe ol the pooze, 

leepirg 


Conny catching. 


lecping with bis neighbozs pledges al nigbt in his boſome, and 
fecving vpon loꝛlaits andpenalties,as the ranens doe vppon car- 
ren? It his poozt neighbo) want to fupply his neev, eptherfoz his 


bouſhold neteſſa ies,02 his rent at the day be wilnotlende a pen 
foꝛ charitie,all his money is abzoad: 


ground to ſel, ſo the bargaine may de cheape, though to the begge= 
ry ol che pooze man, hee choppes with him ſtraigbt, and males the 
pooꝛe Conny fare the wozſe all the yeare after. Thy weite yore 
not of rheſe Connycatchers Pailter R. G.? 

Beſides if pawnes come, as the leaſe of a houſe, oz the feeſint- 
ple in moꝛgage, hee can out of his fury caſſocke dzaw-monep ts 
lend: but the olde Cole hath ſuch quirkes and quiddities in the 
conuepance, ſuch pzouſſoes, ſuch dayes, howers, nay minutes of 
papments, that if his neigybo2 bꝛeake bnt a moment, he takes the 
fozfapt,and like apinke-eped Ferret ſo clawes the poozeCony in 
the burrow, that he leaues no haire on his breach no} on his backe 
ere he partes with him. Are not theſe vipers of the commonweleh; 
and to bc exclaimde againft, not in mal Pamphlets, but in great 
volumes: | hr 

You ſet downe how there bee requiſite Setters and Uerlers 
in Conny-catching, and be there not ſo J pꝛay pou in Uſury? fox 
when a poong pouthful Gentleman, giuen alittle to laſh out K- 


ber alley, wanteth monty, makes hee not his moane firſt to the 


Bꝛoker, as ſubtil a knaue to induce him to his outttlgowe, as 


the wylicſt Setrer 02 Yerſer in England: and bt muſt be keede 


to ſpeake tothe Uſurcr, and haue ſo much in the pound fo2 his la- 
bout: then he ſhal haue graunt ofmoncy end ec mmodit ies toge- 
ther, ſo that ikhe boꝛrow a hundꝛed pound, he ſhal haue foztic in 
ſilucr, av thzetſcoze in wares, dead ſuffe God wot: as Late 
firiags, H Loſes, oz (it he be greatly fauozed) bote pa- 
per oꝛ cloa:h, a d that Gootes out in the lach. Then his lande is 
turnde cuer in ſtatute oʒ recognizance foz ſixe moneths and ſixe 
moncths , ſo that he paxes fome thirty in the hund ed to che Ulic- 
ret, belide the Dcrinenerhe hath n blind ſhare but whenhocomes 
to ſel his thzeclco2e pound commodities, tis wel if he get ane as 
(te. 


* Thus 


tifhe offer him eicher cow = 
oz ſow, mare q; hozfe, 02 the verpcopne ſcarſe ſpzowteb out ol te 


re 
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Thus is the pooꝛe gentle man made a mecre and ſimple Con- 
np, and verſt vpon to the vtter moll, ans pet if he bꝛcakce his day,los 
ſeth as much land as coſt his father a thouſand markes 
Is not this coofſenagc and Conny- catching Daiſter R C. and 
moꝛt daily pꝛactiſe d in England, and moꝛe hurt kul then our pooꝛe 
ſhifting at Car des, and yet your maſhippe can winke at the tauſc: 


they be we alt hy. but Cuthbert Conny - cate her tarts fog none of 


them no moze then they car e fo2 him, and ther koꝛe wil reueale all. 
And becauſe Patſicr R. G you wert pleaſant in examples, Ile tel 
pou a tale of an Alurer, done withm a mile of a knaucs head, and 


fince the Cuckow ſung laſt, and it tellout thus. 


A pleaſant tale of an Viurer. 


T foꝛtuned that a poong gentleman not farre oTfrom Cocker- 

mouth, was ſomewhat ſ1;pt behind hand, and grownc in debt, ſo 
that he durſt hardly ſhew his head fo? feare of his creditoꝛs, and 
haning wife and childzen co mai itaiae, althourbhe had a pzzper 
land. yet wanting money to locke his ground, he liucd verp bare: 
whereupon be determined with htiniſelfero got to an olde penny- 
father that dwelt hard by bin, and to bozrow ſome money of hun, 
and ſo to lay his land in moꝛgage fo) the repayment ok it. 

Ve no ſooncr made the mot ion but it was accepted, foꝛ it was a 
goodly Loꝛdſup, woꝛth in rent of cfſiſe ſeuen ſcoꝛe pound by the 
yt are, and did abvut vpon the Aſurers ground, which deu the old 
churle to be marucllous willing to dilbur ſe money, ſo that he was 
content to lende him two hundzed markes fop thiee peart acco2- 

ding to the ſtatute, lo that be might haue the land to aſſurance of 
vis moncp. 

The ges tleman agreed to that, and pꝛomiſed to acknowledge 
a ſtatute ſtaple to him, with letters of defeylance The T'urer(a!- 
thougb he likt this wel, and ſe w the yong man offeccs moꝛe than 
rtaſon tequiteb ) yet had a further ſetchto haue the land his wbat- 
ſocuer ſhould chaunce, and cherefcze be began to verſe vppon the 


.pocze Tonny thus. 


Su lquoth he) it I dis not pittie pour eſtate, J would not lende | 


you mp mone at ſuch arate: for whereas pou haue it after ten 


& 


pounds 
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pounds tn the hundzed. Jean inke it woꝛth thirtie. But ſeeing the 
diſtreſle pou your wife and chilbzen are in, and con ſidermng all 
growes thꝛoug) your owne librrall nature, Icompaſſionate pou 
the moe, and would do fo2 you as foꝛ mine owne ſonne : therefoze 
if you hal thinke good to ko low it, I wil giue you father ly aduiſe. 
T kn9we pou are greatly indebted, and baue many vnmercifull 
credico2s, and they baue pou in ſuit, aud J doubt ere long wil haue 
ſome extent againſt pour lands, ſo ſhal pou be v tterly vndone, and 
A greatly incumbzed , Therefoze to auop all this, in my iudge- 
ment it were beſt fo you to make a deed of gift of all your landes, 


without coudition 02 pꝛomiſe, to ſome one kaythfu! friend oz other, 
in whom you map repoſe credite, ſo ſhal your enemies haue no 


aduauntage agamlt you : and ſeeing they ſhall haue nothing but 


pour bare body lyable to their executions, they wil take the moꝛe 


eaſic and ſpeedy compoſition , I thinke this the ſureſt way, and it 
pou durſt repole pour ſelfe in me, God is my witneſſe. I would be 
to you as pout father if be liued. How ſay you to this compendi- 
ous tale Maiſter R. G. cbuld the pꝛoudeſt ſetecr op verſer in the 
woꝛld haue dzawne on a Conny moꝛe cunningly* 

Mel, againe to our poong gentleman, who ſimply (with teares 


in his eyes to heare the kindnes ofthe Alurer) thankt him hartily, 


and deferred not to put in pꝛact iſe his counſell, fo: he made an ab- 
lolute deed ok gift from wife and childꝛen to this Alurer of all his 
Loꝛoſhippe, and ſo had the two hundzed markes vpon the plapne 
foxfait ofa band. 

Co be ſboꝛt, the money made him and his merry, and yet he did 
bi. ſoand it ſo wel, that he not onely duly paid the inter eſt, but Kocke 
bis grounds, an d began to grow out ol debt, ſo that his creditoꝛs 
were willing to beare with him. Againſt the thee pe ares were ex- 
pired, he made ſbilt by the helpe of his friends fo2 the monep, and 
carryed it home to the Aſuret, thanking bim greatly, and crauing 
à teturne of his deed of gift. Nap ſoft ſirſapth the olde Chutle) 
that bar gaine is pet to make, the land is mine to mee and mine 
bepꝛes fo2 euer, by a deed ot gift from your owne hand, and what 
can be moꝛe ſure - takethe money if you pleaſe, and there is pour 
band, but fo the Loꝛdſhip I wil enter onit to moꝛraw: pet it pou 
wil be ap tenant, you qhall haue it befoze another , aud that is all 
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the fauour pou ſhal haue of me. 

At this the Gentleman was amazed, and began foplead con- 
ſeienct with him, but in vaine : where uppon he went ſozrowfully 
home and told his wife, who as a woman halte lunatike ran with 
hir little childzen to his houſe, and crye d out, but bootleſſe: Fo? 
although they called him befoze the chic le of the country, pet ſich 
the law had gr aunted him the feeſimple ther: of he would not part 
withal : ſo that this pitreſſed gentleman was fainc to berome te⸗ 
nant to this Uſurer, and foz two hundꝛed marks to lofe a Loꝛdſhip 
worth ſix oz ſeuen thouſand pounds. J pay you was not this an 
oldConycatcher P. R. G. that could lur tch a pooze Conny et lo 
many thouſands at one time? whether is our crolitng at cardes 
moze perillous tothe commonwelth than this coſſenage foꝛ land? 
you winke at it, but I wil tclall, pet heare out the end ofmy tale, 
fo as foꝛtune fel out, the Aſurer was made a C ony himfelke. 

The gent leman and his wife [ſmothering this with patience, 
the that has a reaching wit, ? balt bꝛain revenge in hir hrad, coun- 
ſeld hir huſband to make a voyage from home, v to ſtay a weeke oꝛ 
two: and (q. ſhe) befozc you tome ag aine you hal lee mee venter 
faire fo the land. The gentleman willing to let his wite pꝛactiſe 
bir wits, went his way, and left al to his wives diſcretion. She af- 
ter hir bul band was foure oz ſine dayes from home , was viſited 
by the Aſurer, who vled hir very kindly, and ſent victuals to hir 
cuſe -promiſirg to ſup with hir that night, end that the ſhould not 
want any thing in hir huſbands abſence, The gentt : woman with 
gratious acceptance thankt bim, and bad diners ol hir neighboꝛs 
to be are him tompany, hauing a furtherreatchi in hir heads then he 
ſulpected. Foꝛ the oldt Churle comming an ho wer befozeSup- 
per time, euen as ſhe bu ſelke world wiſh, after an amoꝛous wehe 
02 two, as oldt Jades wynnie when they cannot wagge the taple, 
began to be very pleaſant with his tenant, ond deſired her to ſhew 
him al the roo mes in hir houle, and happily (ſaith he if I dic with- 
sut iſſue, I may giut it to pour childꝛen, foz my conſcience bids me 
be fauoꝛable to pou. 

The gentlewoman lead bim thwugb euery part, and at la 
bꝛought him into a backe roome mucz like a backhouſe, where ſhe 
{id chnz vnto him. | 

Str, 
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Sir,this roome is the moſt vnhapdloinck in all the houſt. hut il 
there were a dozmar built to it, and theſe ſhut windows made bay 
uindows and glazd, it would make the pzopereft parlour in al che 


houſe: foz(laith We) put your h:adout at this window, and looke 


wyat a ſwretyzolpect belongs vutpit, | | 
The Aluret miſtruſtingnothmg,chqulk out his craftie ſconce, 
and the Gentlewoman ſhut tothe windowe, and called het maids 
tohclpe , where they bound and pinpond the caterpillers armes 
faſt, and then ſtood he with his headinto a backepard, as if he had 
bcene on a pillozy , and ſiruggle be durſt not fon ſtifling bimſelle. 
UWiben (he had him thus at the vaunt age, ſhe got a couple ol ſize 
pcny nayles end a hammer, gud ment into che yard, hauing her 
thüdꝛen attending vpon her, euety one with a Warpe knife in they 
handcs, and then comming to him with a ſterne countenance, ſhee 
looked as Medea did when ſhe attemptedreuenge againſt Iaſon. 
Tbe WUſurer ſeeing this cragedie, was afraid ol his life, and cryev 
out,but in vaine, foz her made ſuch anopfe , that bis fh1t- 
king could not be heard. the vapled one eue faſt ta the win 
dowe, and the other to the ſtanchel, then began the ta ble theſe 

wozds vato him. AY 

Ab vile and miurious caterpiller, God hath lent thee to leeke 
thine owne reuenge, and now Jand mp childꝛen wilperfozme ic. 
Foz ſich thy wealth doth ſocouutcnance thee, that we cannot haue 
ther puniſht foz chy cooſſenage, Im ſelle wil bee Jnftice, Judge, 
md Erecutionex :foz as the Pillozp belongs to ſuch avillaine, ſo 
baue I napled thy carcs and they ſhal be cut off to the perpetuall 
example of ſuch purloining repzobates, aud the executers ſhal bec 
theſe little infants , whole right without conſcience 02 mercie 
chou ſo wong fully dettineſt. Looke on this old Churle htle babes. 
this is be that with bis cooſſenage wil dzine you to beg and want 
in your age, and at this inſtant bꝛings pour Father to all this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent miſerie, haue no pittie bppon him, but pou two cut off his 
tares, and thou (quoth ſhe to the elde ſt) cut offhis noſe, and ſo be 
reuenged on the villame whatfocucr foztune me foꝛ my labour. At 
this the Alurer cryed out, and bad her ſtaꝝ ber childzen, and hee 
would reftoze the houſe & land again to bit huſband, I tannot be- 
lecue thee bale churle q. he, fo) thou that wouldll periure thy ſelfe 
53 agamſt 


a3 
. 
n 
[UI 4 ie 


"7 
N r 


I ̃ be defence of 


ag inſt ſo honeſt a Gentleman as my huſband wil not ſticke to fo2- 
ſweare thy ſelfe were thou at liberty and therefoze J wil mangle 
thee to the vtter moſt. As thus the was ready to haue her childꝛen 
kal vp in him, one of hir maydes tame running in, and told her, her 
neighboꝛs were come to ſupper: bid them come in, qnoth lhe, and 
behold this ſpectacle. Although the Alurer was paſſing loa th to 
baue his neighboꝛs ſee him thus tyꝛanouſly vſed. yet in they came, 
and when they law him thus manner ſp in a new made pillozy, and 
bis cares faſt nayled, ſome wondzed, ſome laught, and all food a- 
mazed till the Gentlewoman diſcourſt to them all the cooſena ge, 


umd how he meant to be reuenged ꝛ ſome ot them perſwaded her 


to let him go, others were ſilent, and ſome bad him confeſſe:he hea 
ring them debate the matter, and not ts oller to helpe him, cryed 
out: whp, and ſtand pou ſtaring on me neighboꝛs, and wil not you 
ſaue mp like? No quoth the Gentlewoman, he oz the that ſtirs to 
helpe thce (hal pay vearelp fox it, and therefoze my bopcs, off with 
his eares ; then he cryedout,but lay, and he would conke ſſe all, 
when from point to point he rehearſt how he had cooſſened hir hul- 
band by a deed of gift only made to him in truſt, md there was con- 
tent to giue him the two hun>2eth markes freelp foz amends , and 
to pceld vp befoze any men of wozſhip the land againe into his pol- 
ſeſſion, and vpon that he badthem all beare witnes. Then the gen- 
tle woman let looſe his eares, and let flip his head, and away went 
he homie wich his bloodp lugges, and tarryednot to take part of 
the meat he had ſent but the gentlewoman E her neighbors made 
merry ther with, and laught har tily at the vſage of the vſurer. The 
next day it was bzuten abzoad, and tame to the earcs of the wo} - 
ſhipkul ok the country, who late in commiſſion vppon it, and found 
out the coollenage of the Aſurer, lo they pꝛailed the witte of the 
Gentlewoman, reſtoꝛed her hu{band to the land, andthe old churle 
remained in dikcredtt, and was a laughing locke to all the country 
all bis life after. | 
I pꝛap po:t what ſap you to Pounſer the Miller with che gil⸗ 
den thumbe, whether thinke you him a Conny catcher oz no? that 
tobi cuety pooze man ok his meale and coꝛne, and takes towle at 
(15 owne pleaſure, how many Conpes doth hee take vp in ayearc? 
fo: Wycnhe bzings them wheat to the Pill, he ſels them _ of 
their 
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their owne cone in the market. Jamit Miles the Millers coollt- 
nage foz wenching affaires,as no doubt lucheſe cauſes they bee 
mighty Conp-catchers, and meant to lpeake of their polucie in 
- Cileching and ſtealingofmeale. - Fozyoumuſt note, that dur jolly 
Siller doth not only ver ſe vpon the pooze and rich foz their towle, 
but hath faiſe yopyers comugyed. vuperthefalothis Pill, where al 
the beſt of the meale tuntz by, this is, il the partie be by that bzin- 
geth the tome: but becaule many men haue man eyes, the Mil 
ler will dziue them off fo cheir rie ſt fo2 a dap 02 two, and then he 
plapes his pzanks at his owne pleaſure , Jneed not tel that ſtale 
leaſt of the Gentlemans Piller that kept Court and Leet once c · 
uerp werke, and vled to ſet ineueryſacke a candle, and lo ſummon 
the owners to appear e by their names, if they came not, as they 
were fart e inough from that plate, then he amereed them, and ſo 
tcoke treple towle of euery lacke. Dae night amongllt the reſt, the 
Gentle man his maiſter was vndcr che Pill, an) heard all his 
knaucry,how eucrp one was called, and paid his amerciament, at 
laſt be heard his owne name called, and then ſtepping vp the Lad⸗ 
der, he bad ſlap, foꝛ he was there to make his appearance, J do i- 
magint tat the Miller was blanke, and perhaps bis Maiſter cal- 
leo hun knaue, but the For the moze he is curſt the better he fares, 
and the oftencr the Miller is called theefe , the richer he waxeth: 
and there toꝛe doe men rigbtly by a by woꝛd bid the Miller put out, 
and ik he aſkech what, they [ay a theeues head and a theeues paire 
ofcares : fo2 ſuch graund Cony · catchers are theſe Millers, that 
he that cannot verſe vpon a pooze mans lacke, is (aid to be bozne 
with a gol den thumbe But that pou may ſee mote plainly they? 
knaucry, Ile tel you a pleaſant tale, pcrfozmed not many peares 
ſince by a Miller in Enfield Mil, ten miles from London, and an 
Alewiues boy of Eduondton, but becaul t they are al at this pꝛe- 
ſent ahue, I wil conteale tht ir names, but thus it fel out. 


A pleaſant Tale ofa Miller and an Alewiues Boy 


of kdmondton. 


A N Alewife of Edmondton, who had a great vent for ſpiced 
Cakes, ſent her ſonne often to End lie! d Mal for to haue ber 
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ubent ground, ſo that the Boy who was of a quicke ſpirit Erype 
wit, grew verp familiat both wich the Miller and his man, and 


his man, and could get his coꝛne ſooner put in che Mil then any 
Boy inthe country belive, At koxtuned on a time, that this good 
wike wanting meale, bad her Boy hie to the Mil, and be at home 
that night without kalle, laß ſhe had not a pint of floure inthe houſe, 
Jacke her ſonne, loz ſo we wil cal his name, lapes his ſacke on his 
mares backe, and away he rides linging towardes Endtield - as 


be tode. he mette at the walhes with .ye Miller, and gaue him the 


time ofthe day, Godlather quoth he, whither ride pou? to Lon- 
don Jacke quoth the Miller: Oh good Godfather quoth the boy, 
tel mee what Koze of grielk is at the i? marry great ſtoꝛe quotiʒ 
the Miller: but Zacke if thou wilt do me an arrant to my man, ile 
ſend thee by a token that thou ſhalt haue thy cozu caſt on 8 ground 
alſoone as thou commeſt, Ile lay and doe wha? pou wil to be diſ- 
patcht, ko my mother hath neycher Cakes noz floure at bome : 
then Jacke ſaith the Piller, bid my man grind thy cozne next, by 
that token he looke to my Bitch and feed her wel. J wil Godfa⸗ 
ther laiththe Boy, and rides his way, and marueiled with himſelf 
what Bitch it was that he bad his man feede, conſidering fo2 two 
oꝛ thiee yeares he had vſde to the Mil, and neuer ſaw a Dog noꝛ 
Bit ch, but a little pꝛickeard Shaultthat kept the Mil dodze. Ri: 
ding thus muſing with himſel fe, at lalt be c amt ta Endfield, and 
there he had his cone wound vp: aſſoon as he came vpthe ſtairs, 
the Millers man being ſomewhat ſleepp began to aſke Jack dꝛow⸗ 


ſily what newes. Marry quoth the Boy, the newes is this, that J 


muſt haue my cozne laide on next: ſoft Jacke quoth the Millers 
man, your turne wil not toiue atoꝛe midnight, but ye are alwapes 
in halt, ſoft fire makes ſweet mault, your betters ſhal be ſerued a- 
foze vou this time. Not ſo quoth the Boy, fo2 Amet mp Godfa- 
ther at the waſhes cding to London, and tolde hun whathaſtt J 
had, and ſohe bids my grieft (hal be lapde on next, by th it token 
vou muſt looke to his Bitch and feed her wel. At that the Millers 


man lmulde, and laid he fould be the next:, and ſo roſe vp and tur- 


ned a pame behind the Hopper. Jacke markt al this, and beeing a 
wily and a witty Bo), muſed where this Bitch ſhould be, and ſee- 
$14 one beg into ſaſpett ſome knauerp, and therekoze being very 

| w | __ fam 


be whipl alunder the cozd with his knife that held the Poake,# 


ny · catching. The Alewife vales he nickeher Pots and Conny-catch 
a | her 


Conny-catching. 


famſliar, was bold to looke about in euery co2ner, while the man was 
buſie about the Hopper, at laſt Jacke turning vp a cloach that hung 
befoze the Trough , ſpied vnder the Hopper belowe , where a great 
Þ 2ake was tyed wich a cozd almoſtfuloffine flour e, thatranne at a 
falſc hole vaderneath, and could not beſpped by any meanes , Jacke 
ſeeing this, beganne to ſuſpect this was the Millers Bitch chat yee 
commanoed his man to feede, and ſo ſanted and let it alone: at laſt 
when the cone was ground off that was in the Þ>pper, Jacke lapde 
on bis, and was very buſte a bout it himſelfe, ſo that the Millers man 
ſet bim downe and tooke anap , knowing the Boye coulolooke to the 
mill almoſt as wel as himſelke, Jacke all this while had an cye ta the 
Bitch, and determined at laſt to ſlip her haulcer, which he warily per- 
loꝛmed, foz when his cone was ground and he had put vp his me; 


it into the mouth of his ſacke , now there was in the a buſhel 
and mote of paſſing fine floure, that the Millers Bitch hav eaten that 
day, aſloone as Jacke had tyed bp his ſacke, there was ſtriving who 
ſhould lape on cozne next, ſo that che Pillers man wakte, and Aacke 
deſiring one to helpe him vp with his cenne, cooke his leaue and went 
his wap,rpding merely homeward, ſmiling co chinke how he had cou« 
ſoned the Miller. as he roade, at that ſame place where hee mette the 
Miller out ward he met him homeward, o now Jacke quoth the 
Piller haſt ground, J, I toanke pou Godfather quoth the Bop, but 
dioſt remember my arrant to mp mm ſapes he, di dſt bid him looke to 
my Bitch wel, Oh Godfather quoch the Boy , take na care fo} your 
Bitch the is wel, fo2 J haue her here in mp lacke whelpes and all, 4 
way rydes Jacke at this laughing, and the Hiller grieuing. but when 
de found it true, J leaue pou to geſſe how hee and his man dealt togi- 
ther, but how tze Alewife ſpozced at the knauery of her ſonne when 
he told her all the ieaſt, that imagme, but how ſoeuer fo; all that, Jack 
was euer welcome tothe Pill and ground beloze anp, and whole ſoe- 
ner ſacke fedde the Biech , Jackes ſcapte euer towle-free , that hee 
might conceale che Millers lubtiltie. OT 

Mus noc this Miller a Conny-catcher maiſter R. G: Mhat 
ſpould J talke of the baſer ſoztof men, whoſe ottupatlon t amot bee 
vpholden without craft, there is no myſterte noꝛ ſcience almoſt, wher · 
in ammmpthiue, without it be lincked to this famous Art of Con- 


r 
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ber gueftes with ſtone Pottes and petty Cannes, can bardly pape her 
Byewer , nay and pet that wil not ſerue, the chalke muſt walke to ſct 
bp now e then a ſhilling oz two too much, 02 elſe the rent wil not bee 


anſwered at the quarter vay, beſides oftrey, faggots, and faire cham- 
ding, and pretty wenches that haue no wages, but what they gee by 


making of beddes. I knowꝛ ſome Taphouſcs about the Dubberbes, 
where they buy aſhoulderof niutton fo2 two groats,and ſel it to their 
ghueſt fo two ſhillings, and pet hane no female friends to ſup u itb- 
all, let ſuch take heed, leaſt my fathers white Hozſe looſe ſadvie E bzi⸗ 


die ee they goon foore to the diuel on pilgrimage. Tufh maiſter R. G. 


God is my witnelle , I haue ſeene Chauulcrs about London, haut 
to pa ire of toaites, and when the ſearchers come, they ſhewe them 
thoſe that are ſealed, but when their pooze neighboꝛs buy ware, they 
vſe them that lack weight, Iconde mne not all, but let ſuch amend as 
are taucht at the quick. And is not this flat Conny-catching,yes,if it 
pleaſe pour maſhip & wozſer, Why the baſe foe of Ollers haue their 
ſhifts, e the cruc ofS:Yatrickes Coſterdmongers, can ſell a ſimple 
man a crab fo} a pipping. Aus but chat A haueloued wine wel, A weld 
touch both the Uintner and his bud , foz they baue ſuch bzewing and 
tunning luch chopping and changing, ſuch mingling e mixing, what 
of wine with water in the quart pot, and tempering one wine with an 
other in the veſſel, that it is hard toget a neate cup of wine and imple 
okit ſelfr,inmoſt of our oꝛdinary Tauc tus, # do not they make pooze 
men connies,that fo2 ther currantmony glue them counterfeit winc. 

What ſay you to the Butcher with his pꝛickes, that bath pollicies 


W puffe vp bis meate to pleaſe the cye, is not al his crafe vſed to dʒaw 


the pooꝛt Conny to rpd bim of his ware. Hath not the Dꝛaper his 
dathe hop to ſhadow the dye and wooll of his cloth, and all ts make 
the country Gentleman oꝛ Farmer a conny. What tr ade tan main 
faine his traffique ? u hat ſcience vpyold it (elf 4 what man line, vnles 
be growe into the nature ok a Cony-eatcher ? Doo not the Lawyers 
make long leaes, ſtand vpon their demurres. and haue ther quirks 
and quit dities to make his podꝛe Client a Conp ?: I ſpeake not ge- 


nerally. ſoz ſo chep be the minificrs of iuſtice, and the Patrous of the 
pode mens right, but particularly of ſuch as hold ga ines their Gd, 


and eſte cine moꝛe of coyne then of conſcience. I remember by the way 


a merry ieſt perloꝛmed by a Foole, pet wittilp hit home at hazard, as 


blinde men ſheote the Crow. : 
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| "xr A pleaſant I Will Sommers. 1 

enry the eight ol kamous mem. walkiag one dap in hi . 
Kn Gardes, with Will Sommers his Sole, it — = 
twoLawyers bad a ſuite vnto his maieſlie tc one pieceof grounde 
that was almoſt out of leaſe and in the Kingep gift, ans at time put 
vp their Supplicatioz to his higbneſſe, and at that inſtant oue af the 
Pantry that bad beeu a long ſeruiture, had (pped out the ſame land, 
and cxhtbited his petition fo2 the lame gilt, ſo that in on þoure, all the 
thꝛee Dupplications were giuen to the Aing, which his higbnꝛeſſe no- 
ting, anp being as then tly diſpoled,he te nealed it ta them that 
were by him, how there were thzce F iſhes at one bapte, aud all gapte 
foza benefice, and hee flood in doubt on whome to beſtow it, and ſa 
ſhewed them the Dupplications,the Courtiers ſpoke fo} their fclow, 
except two that were feed by the Lawpers , and they vorticularly 
pleaded lo; their friendes , peldiung many reaſons to the Ring on boch 
ldes. At laſl his maiefic ſayd, hee would referre the matter co Will 
Sommers, which ofthem his Foole thougbe molt woythy of ic ſhouly 
baue the lande. Will was glad of this, and loued him ol the Panrie 
wel, and reſolued he ſhould haue the ground, but the Foole bzought ic 
about with pꝛetty iel, Marry quoth he, what are theſe two Lawiers / 
J Wil\ſaide the ing, then quoch the Foole, J wil vle them as they 
vle their pooze cents. Looke here quoth he, I haue a Walnut in my 
hand, aud I wil diuide it among the thzee, ſo W ill crackt it, andgaue 
to one Lier one hel, and to an other the other (hel, and to him of 
the Pantry the meat, ſo ſhal thy gift be Harry, guoth he, this Lawyer 
ſbal haue good Bookes, and this faire pꝛomiles, but mp felowof the 
Bantry ſhal baue the land. F o2 thus deale they with their clyents.t wo 
men goe to two. and ſpende all that they haue vpon the Lawe, and at 
laſt, haue nothing but bare (bales fo2 their labour. At this, che ing 
and his Noble men laught: the Yeoman of the Pantry had the gift, 
and ihe Lawyers went home with fleas in the ir cares, by a Fooles 
ver dite. Jrehearſt this Act to ſhew how men ol Lawe, ferde on pooze 
mens purſes , and makes their countty clyents, oftentimes ſlinple 
connyes. Bat leauing theſe common courſes and trinial examples. 1 
wil hew yon maiſter R. G. of a kinde of Conny-catchers, thataæ 
vet paſſeth al theſe. <* 

There bee in Englande. but eſp:ciallp about London , certayne - 
quai it, picht, aud ucate companions, 2 in their apparel, 71 
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and lwe arts he bought that in Toledo: then wil he roue to 
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alla mode de Fraunce, with a ſide Cloake, and a hat of a high blocke 
and a bzoad bzimme, as if hee could with his head coſmog)aphiſe the 
wo2ld in a moment, 92 elſe Alleſpanyole, with a ſtraight bombaſts 
fleeue like a quaile pipe, his ſhozt Cloake, and his Rapier hanging as 
if he were entering the Lift co a deſperate Combate t his beard ſqua- 
red with ſuch Art, eyther with his muſtachies after the lach of Lions, 
Kanding as ſtife as if he woze a Ruler in bis mouth, 02 elle nickt off 
with the Italian cut, as if he ment to pzofelle one faich with the vpper 
lippe, and an other with his nether lippe, and then hee muſt be Per- 
quiſadod, with a five peake _ » tyther ſbarpe lyke the ſingle of 
a Deere, 01 curtold lyke the hoad ende ofa Poule ſpade. This Sen- 
tleman fo2ſooth, hanteth Tabling houſes, Cauerns, and ſuch places, 
where pong nouices reſozt, E can fit his humoz to all companies, and 
openly ſhadoweth his diſguiſe with the name of a Traneller , ſo that 


be wil haue s ſupepficiall mſight into certaine phzaſes of eucrie lan- 
guage, and pzonounce them in luch a grace, as if almoſt hee were that 


Countryman bone: then (hal you hearc him vant of his traue ls, and 
tel what wonders be hath leene in ſtrange countries : how be hath bin 
at Saint Iames of Gompoſtellain Spaine, at Madril in the Kings 
Court: and then dzawing ont his blade, hee claps it on the boozd, and 
enice, 
and with a ſich, diſcouer the ſituation of the citie, how it is ſeated two 
Leagues ftom Terra ſrenia, in the Mes, and ſpe abe of Rialto Tre- 
uiſo and Murano, where they make Glaſles : and to ſet the poung 
CFclemans tet th en edge. he wil mabe a long tale of La StradoCour- 
tizano, wher the beautikul Curtizans dwel. diſcribing their extellen. 


tp, and what ange llic al creatures they be and how amozoufly they wil 


enttrtaine rangers. Tuſh,he wil diſcourſe the ſtate ol Bar bary, and 
there to Fſelntes ann Alcaires, aud tt om thence leape to Fraunce, 
Demnarke, and Germany, After all concluding thus. 

CClhat tz a Gentleman (ſaith he) u ithout crauaile 3 tuen as a man 
vithout one tye. The ſight of lundy countries made V Iles ſo fa- 


mous: bought witce is the ſweeteſt, and experience gocth bepond all 
Patrymomes. Din poung Sentſcinen, as wel as J. know theplee- 


ſure # pꝛoſit of tto-uel, thep would not keep them at home within their 
natu coutment: but viſte the wozld, win moze wiſedome in tranel- 
ling too tbꝛee yeeres, then all the wealth ceir AnceNtozs left them 


to poll. le, d the ſweee light of ladies, the dir ange wonders in cities, 


and 


Cunny catching. 
and the viuers manners of men av they; conditions, were able to ta- 
uiſh a yong Gentlemans ſences mud the ſurfer of content,and what 


is a thouſand pound ſpent to the obtaining oſthoſe pleaſures. 
All theſe Novelties doth this pipned B}agoue doalk on, when 
bis only trauaue hath been ts look on a faire dap,from Douer Clifts 


to Calles,neuer hauing ſtept a lost ont of England, but ſurneyed the. 


Maps, and heard others talbe what they knew ky experience . Thus 
decking himſelfe leke the Daw wich the faire feachers of other birvs, 
and diſcourſing what he heard other men repoyx, der grew lo plauſible 
among poong Gentlemen, that he pet bis Du at the kant, and 
ſome gratious thanks {87 his ladour. But happily ſome amongſt ma- 


ny, tickled with the deſire to ſee trange countries, aud umu: an by 


vis alluring wozvs, wauldlopne muh hem, and queſtion if he meant 
ener totrauaile againe. Pe raight alter he hath du ten his peake by 
the end, Alla Neopolirano degius thus toreply. ' 

Dir, although a man of mp trauten nigdt be latilfi- 
ed inthe lige ol countries, yerſowfaciat is of trauafling, 
that if perhaps a Gentleman ot a kboral andcourtrous nature, 
were deſirous to ſee Ieru ſalem 83 Conſtantinople, would he wel 
acquit my paines and ſolfowe mp 
oz two with him out of E 


ngland. To vedjcefe, if the Gentleman 


tumpe wich him, then voth he caule him to ſel ſome Lozyſhip, and put 
ſome thouſand 62 tws thouſand pound in the dankero berecepued by 
letters of exchange : and becauſe the gentleman is ignozane,mppong 


Maiſter his guide mult haue the diſpoſing of it: which he fo wel ſets 
out, that the pooze gentleman neuer ſees anp returne ok his mony af- 
ter. Then muſt ſtoze of ſuites ol apparti be bought and furniſht every 
way: at lat, he names a ſhip wherein they ſhoulb pa ſſe,and ſo-downe 
to Graneſend they go, and there he leaues the poong nouice, fleeft of 
bis money and wo be gone, as f:rre from trauaile as Miles the mer- 
ry Covler of Shorditch, chat ſwozc he wanlo neuer trauaile further, 
than from his ſhop to the Alchouſe, I p2ap you tal vou not theſe line 
witted kellowes Conny. catchers Maiſtet R. G. | 

But now Sir by pour lt aue a little, what if I ſhould pꝛoue pou a 


Couny- catchet Paiſter R. G. woutbitnort make pon diſh at the = 
matter 2 Ile go as neare to it as the Fryer did to his Hoſteſſe mayde, 


when the Clarke of the pariſh tooke bun at Leuatem at midnight. 
Ahe the Queens Payers, if you ſold them not Orſando — 
C2 op 02 


counfaile, A would deem a peare 


1 8 — 2 8 
— * * 
— at 997 © 


| Thedeferice-ot 


fv1ewenty Nobles,andwhen they were in the country, ſold the ſame 
{lap to the Lo Avinizals men fo: as much moze. as not this 
plame Conny-catching Paiſter R. G? 

Bat Jheare when this was oblected, that von made this excuſe: 
that there was no moze faith to be held wich Platers. than with them 
that valued faich at the pee of a feacher : foz as they were Comæ di- 
ans ts acc,fo the actions of theirlines were Cameleon like, that they 
were vacertame, variable, time pleaſers, men that meaſured honeſtie - 
by pzofite, and that regat ded their Auchozs not by deſart, but by ne- 
ceſſicie of time. I this map ſerue you foz a ſhadow, let mee vſe it fo; 
an excuſe of our Cary Conay-carchiag: lo when we meet a coun- 
try Farmar with a fuipurſe,a miſerable miſec,chac ether rackes bis 

Tenantsrents, m ſelles his grant mn the market at an vareaſonable 
race - we bold it a deuocion to mans him a Coaup, in that he is a Ca- 
terpiller to others, and gets that by pifling and polling ot the pooze, 
tdat we ſtrip hum of by leighe and agilitic of wic. | 

Is there nat heere refivent about London n crew of terryble 
Hackſters inthe habice of Gentlemen, welapparctd, and pet ſome 
weare bootes ka want of ſtockings, with a locke woe at the lefte 
eare fo their miſtriſſe fanour,his Rapper Alla reuolto, his Poyna . 
do pendent ready fo} tbe ſt ab, aud cauileuarſt like a warlike M :gni- 
ſico: pet (op all this outward ſhew of pzive,inwarztythcy be humble 
in minde. and deſpiſe wo2loty welth, fo pou thal never cake them wich 
a pony in they} purſe. Theſc Souldados,foz vnder chatpyofeſſion 
moſt of thein wander, baue a pollicie toſcourge Alehouſes, fs: where 
they light in, they neuer leape out, till chep bane ſh2zwed then Arith- 
mike with cha lle oneuecy poſtm the houſe, ſtgured in Cyphers 
like round Os, till they male the goodman cry D. O, O, as ił bee 
Gould tal an O yes at Viz:0z S:\ſhons. Now ſir, they haue ſundꝛy 
lhikes to maintame them in this ver ling, fo; eyther they creep in with 
the good wife, and lo vndoo the goodman, 02 els they beare it out with 
great bꝛags ifthe Hoſt be imple, oz els they trip him in ſouie woꝛdes 
when he is tipſp, that he bath ſpoken againſt ſome Yaſtice of pzace 02 
other,92 ſome other great man: and then they hold him at a bay with 
that, til his b icke almoſt breake. Thus ſhitt they from houſe to hauſe, 
bauing this pꝛouerbe amongſt them: Such muſt eate as are hungry 
and they muſt p iy that haue money. Call you not theſe Conny- 
catcher; Maiſtet K G.: „ - 


At 


one ly maintaine fellony, batlike's theefet 
not theſe graund 


that could bzooke no abuſes in the Commonwealth, was ſo 3ealor1s, 
5 805 | | th d 
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It were an tadleſſe peect ofwok,todeſeoyer the abhominable fe 


of bꝛokere, whole ſhops are the very templen ol the beuil, themſe lues 


his ppieſts, amd their books of acronfit moze damnable, than the Al- 
corn ſet aut by Mahomet-; fo2 as they induce yoong gentlemen to 
. pawne chcivlkdds, as J ſaſd befoze:'f6 # ready (the moe is the 


zitty that it is ſuffered to receine any goods, howlvener it bee come 
bp,hauing their (hoppes, (as the y ſay)a lawtul mar het to tup and ſel 
in, ſo that whence growes To many Lt deut London, but in that 
they haue Bꝛokers their friends, to duy wharſoeuer they purloyne a 
ut ale? And pet is the Picklocke, Lit, oꝛ Hos ker, that bzings þ ſtone 
geods, made #ffat Conny, and vſed as an:Hiſtrument onely ot they: 


 villany: ten ſuppoſe he hath lilted a god ne 6) a cloobe, by ſo many par· 
tels as are wotth tenne pound and venetrs dis lile in ha gerd fo; the 


obt amiug of it i the miſerable Caterpiler the Bzober wiichinke hee 
dealeth liber ally with him it he giue him lot ſhillitigs, ſo doth he not 
the theele, Aud ave 
AA GO 
aber, it were a good 


Conny-catchers 
J knewnot fatrefrom Fleetbzidgea Herd 


deed to take Paine to tel his nume, that tooke of a boy of ſeuen yeere Paine. 


old a Rapſer woꝛth foꝛty ſuillinges, and a ſtitcht taffata Hat woozth 
ten, and all fo; ſiue ſyſllingea the Gentleman, father to the child, was 
ſicke when necellitte ond him thus nigh, to lap his weapon · and his 
Bonnet to pawne , and a as herecoucred, which was within 
fire wecks after,ſent the monty and twelue pence fo; the lone, to haue 
the parcels againe , But this Cutthzotes anſwer was, the Boy had 
made him a bil of ſale of his band foz a monetb, and the dap was bꝛo- 


ken, and he had made the beſt of the Rapſer and Hat. as not this a 


ol lala. 


Ie we and anotable Conny - cateher Maiſttr R. G. 
had beene wel if you had rould out pour Rhetozike againſt ſuch 


arakehel. But tome to they? honelt kinde of life, and you ſhal ſee how 


they Rand vpon circumſtances: if pot bozrow but two ſhillings. there 
muſt be a groat fo2 the monty, and a groat fo2 the Bil of ſale.and this 
muſt bet reneweb tuery moneth : ſo that they teſtinbie the Bore it 
dite. wbich deeing wel peyd all night. wil in ce meyn ing be ie grexe 


Mert not a merry ieaſt to haue about againe Maiſter R. G with 
your poc tic al Pꝛetnen: amongſt the which, one learned Hypocrite, 
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wake abi 
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n 


was remembzed, that 
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thathe began to put m Engich we Same in the Legend, top the holi- 
neſſe ol her life : and koꝛgot not ſa much as her dogge, as Tovies 


— tayle at the ſight ol his olde Mi- 
ſtreſſe. This pure Partiniſt (if he were not wozle) had a combat he- 


tweene the feſb and the ſpirtte, that he mult needes have a Wife, 


which he cunningly connp- catcht in this manner, 


A pleaſant Tale how a holy brother Conny-catche 
for a Wife. 


F Art pou mult bnderttand, that he was a kiad of Schola ſlical pa- 
upon, nourfk vp onely ac Grammer ſchoole, leaſt going to the A- 
niuer ſitie, though his nimble mitte, too much learning ſhould make 


him mad. hehavpaſt As in præſenti, and was gone a pꝛolicient 
| asfarre as Carmen Heroicum: foz he pzonounſt his woꝛdes like a 


bzagout, and helde vp his head tike a Palt-hozle, and could talke a- 
gainft Bilhops, and unh ve:p manaer iy the diſcmline of che Pꝛimi⸗ 
tiue Church were reftozed, Mow ir, this Gentleman had eſpyed(A 
bare not lap about Fleetitrtet) apzoper mapd, who had giuen hir by 


the deceaſe ol her Father foure hundzedpound in money, beſives cer» 


taine faire houſes m the Cittie : to this giele goeth this pꝛoper Greek 
a wooing,nauing himlelfe to he a Gentleman of Chelhire, andonly 
une aud hep2e to his Father, who was a man ot great revenewes: 
and to make the matter 1029 plauſible , he had atteyꝛed his owne bzo- 
ther very ozderly in a blew coat, aud made him his lecuiugman, who, 
though he were eldeſt, yet to aduaunce bis yonger bzocher ts ſo good 
a matt iage, was content to lie, cog, and flatter, and eo take any ſer· 
uile paines, to ſoath vp the matter: inſanuich chat when ber 2 
law(fo} hi mosber was martped againt, t an houeſl, bertyous, and 
ſubſtantial man in Fleetſtreeto2 thereabouts)heard how this yoong 
Gentleman was a Sulter ts his daughter in lam, careful (he ſhoulve 


doe wel, calde the Seruingiman aſide, which by his outward behaui- 
our ſeemed to be an honeſt and diſcreet men, end began to queſtion 
with him what his Paiſter was, of what parentage , of what poſſi: 
bilitic ot lining after his Fathers deceaſe, and haw many childzen he 
bad beſide him. r | JF 
This kellaw wel inſtructed by his holy Bzother , without diſtru ll 
to the man, ſimpip as he thought, ad, that de ways che ſonne and * 
a 


Conny-catching. 
of one Pi der gc. dwelli ig in C heſhite at the Pa02 of gc. and that 


he had a paonger bꝛocher, but this was heyne to all, and rehearſt a a⸗ 
per liuing of (ame fine bundꝛed markes a peare. The honeſt man, 
knowing diucrs Che ſhire Gentle nen of chat name, guue credyte to 
the kello we, and made no further inquiry, but gaue countenaunte to 
my yoong Maiſter, who by his flittering ſpeeches had wenne, rot 
onely the Maydes kaudur vato the full, but allo the good wil ol her 
Mother, ſo that the match ſhoꝛtly was made vy, and motryped they 
ſpoulde bee foꝛlooth, and then ſbeuld ſhe, her Father andher Mo- 
ther, ryde home to his Father in Cyellzire, to haue ſuTicient dowzp 
appointed. | 

To bee bꝛeeke, wedded they were, and bedded they had dcenthiee 
02 foure nights, and pet fo2 all this fayze ſhew the Father was a little 
tealous, and ſmoakt him. but darſt ſay nothing. But at laſt, aſter the 
marriage had beene paſt ouer thꝛee o foure daes, it chaunced that 
ber Father and this Seruingman went avzoad, and paſt though &. 

' Paules Churchpard amongſt the Statianers, a Pꝛentiſe amongſt 
the reſt, tbat was a Cheſhire man, and knewthis connterfapte Sere 
uingman and his bꝛother, as being bozne in the ſame Pariſh where 
his Father dwelt, called to him, and ſayde: hat I. how doch your 
Bꝛother P. how doth your ather, liues he ſtil? The fellow aunſwe- 
red him all were wel, aud lothyis bzothers wiues father ſhould heare 
any thing, me no ſtay but departed, 

This acquaintancenaming the fellow by his name and aſking fox 
his bꝛother, dꝛout the honeſt Cittizen into a great mage, and doubted 
he. his wife & hes d1ughter were made Connves. Mel be ſmoochey 
aH op, as ifhe had heard notkia g, and let it paſſe til he hod ſent the man 
abaut neceſſary buſineſſe, and then ſecretly returned againe vuto the 
St1cio8crs ſhop, and began to q teſtion with the Bop, ikhe knew the 
eng nan bel, that he cald to him of late Imarry doe A ſir quoth 
by 7%, oth hem and his bꝛothe. P. It in tel van they haue an ha- 
1:4 por ems tothetzkather, and chough now in his olde age he bee 
ſcarle able to al hithaut the helge of the Pariſh, et he is wel be⸗ 
cu afall sa „ns. The man hesring tius, altheugh it greeued 
hun th 10 he was t 14915 4420 by a palppard, pet ſec iq no meanes to 
a nende t, t thaught to ed hin nylealantly, ther toze bad diuer s 
of n trt2003 a0 00 4 Twealtvoneig'wois to a Dumper: Del, gen 
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at the booꝛdes end but my poong Maiſter, and he very coply, badve 
ihem all welcome to his fathers houſe , they all gaue him reucrent 
thankes,eſteeming him to be a man ot wozſhip and woꝛth. Aſſoone as 
all were ſet, and the meate lerued m, aud the Gentlemans Struing⸗ 
man ſteed mannerlp wayting on his brothers trencher at laſt the good 
man of toe houſe ſmiling ſaid: Sonne D. I pꝛay pou let your inan ſit 
downe, and cate ſuch part with vs as God hath ſent vs. Parry quoth 
Maiſter P. that were wel to make my man wp compamon, he is wel 
inough, let bim luppe with bis kellowes , Uiby fir ſayth be, ui tay th 
be plaine, cal him bzotyer, and bid hun ſitte do une. Come coollen 1, 
quoth he, make not ur aunge, I am ſure pour bꝛother D. wil giue you 
leaue. At this Paiſter P. bluſbt, and aſkt his Father in lawe what he 
meant by thoſe woꝛdes: and whether he thought his man his bꝛother 
02 n0?Y by my faith doe J ſonne quoth he, aud attsunt thee no honeſt 
man that wilt dem thine owne bzother and thy fachcr : Foz fir know 
Abauelearnd your pettegret. Alas daughter quoth he, you are wel 
marryed, foz his Father kucs of the almes of tbe Pariſh, and this 
pee Fellowe which he bath made his flaue , is his eldeſt Brother. 
At this his wife began to weepe, all was dacht, andwhee ſbe thought 
God knowes. Per mother cryed out, but all was bootleſſe, Maꝛſter 
P,confeſt the trueth. and his bzother lat e downe at ſupper, and foz al 
that he had the wench, J p2ay you was not this a Conny-catcher 
Maiſter R. G.“ | | 

But now to be alittle pleaſant with y du, let me haue pour opinion 
what you dcemeofthoſe Amaroſos hcre in England, F about Lon- 
don, that ( becauſe the old pꝛouerbe ſaith, change ot paſture makes lat 
calue s, wil haue in cuery ſhire in England a ſundꝛy wilt. as foꝛ an in- 
Nance your countryman R. B. are not they right Conny-catchers ? 
enter into the nature of them, and ſce whether pour pen had been bet: 
ter imploped in dilcoueruig their vill: inies, thã a ſimple legerdemaim 
at cards. Foꝛ ſuppoſe a man hath but one daughter, and hath no other 
do wie but her beautie aad honeſl ie, what a ſpoile is it fo? bir to lioht 
in the hands of ſuch an adulter eus and ice ſtuous raſcal ? had not hir 
tther beene better to haut loſt forty ſhillings at cardcs, then to haue 


his daughter ſo connycatcht and ſpoyid koz euer after? Theſe pouths 


are pꝛoper fellows, neuer without good appar el and tore of crowns, 
wel hozſt, and or ſo quaint Þ finc behauioz, & lo cloquent, that they are 
able to induce a vong gir le to folly, ciperiatly lince they adou tber: 


Conny catching 


villainv wit! che hone pꝛetence of marriage : fo; thep2 cuſto!iie is 
thts, A hen they come into the Cittie 02 other place of credit, o ſom· 
timc ia a country village, as the ko tune of theyz billany leads them, 
they make in quit what good marriages are abzoad, on the ſunday 
make ſuruey what faire and beautikul mapds oꝛ widowes are in the 
Piriſb: then as their licentious luſt leades them, whether the eye fo2 
tauour, oꝛ the eare fo? riches, ſo they ſet dowae they? reſt, ſotourne 
epther there 02 thercabouts, hauing money at wil, and their compa- 
nions to ſooth vp whatſoeuer danmably thep (hal pꝛoteſt, courting 
the maid 02 widow with ſuch faire woꝛds, # lweet pꝛomiſes, that ſhee 
is often ſo let on ſire, that neither the repoꝛt ofothers, noꝛ the admo- 
nition of their krends, can dꝛaw them from the loue ofthe Poligamoi , 
oy bel-ſwaggers of the country. And when the wꝛetches haue by the 
Hacc of a moneth oz two ſatiſfied their luſt, they waxe weary, either 
kane ſome great iournep fo2 a while to be abſent, ſo ge & viſit ſome 
other of his wi ies, oꝛels ik he meane to giue her the bagge, he lelleth 
what ſoeuer he can, and ſo leaues hir ſpoild both ok hir wealth and ho- 
neſtte,then which there is nathing moze pꝛet ious to an honeſt woman. 
And becauſe you ſhal ſee an inſtance, J wil tel pou a pleaſant tale per- 
foꝛmd by our villaines in Qiltſhire not long lince, I wil conceale the 
parties names, becaule Jthiake the woman ts pet aliue. 


A pleiſaunt Taic ofa man that was marryed to ſixteene Wiues, 
and how courteou ly lus laſt wite intreated lum. 


N :Uiifhire there dwelt a Farmer of indifferent wealth, that had 
but o1cly one childe, and that was a daughter, amiayd okexcellent 
beauty and good vchuno}, and ſs houeſt in her conuerſation, that the 
good repoꝛt ol hir vertues was wel ſpoken ok in altthe cuntry,ſo that 
what koz hir g god qualities, ⁊ ſufficient dow that was like to kal to 
her hehe d many laters, mens ſons ok good welth and honeſt conuer- 
ſation Bat whether this mapd had no minde to wed, 02 ſhe likte none 
that made loue to her, oꝛ ſhe was afrapde to match in haſte leaſt ſhee 
nnaht repent at lepſure,Jknownot : but ſhe refuſed all, & kept her 
ſtil a virgin. But as we ſee ottentunts, the coyt ſt maydes happen on 
the coldeſt mariages playing like the beetle that nakes lcoꝛne al day 
ofthe dai itieſt ſiy wers, and at night takes vp his lodging in a cow- 
ſherd Zo this mud, wm we wil — MLir1an, refuſed many honeſt 
| 2 and 
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and wealthy Formars ſonnes, and ai laſt ligbted on a match, that ſo? 
cuer after mard her market: fo it fel out thus, One of thele notable 


roges,by occupation ataploz,and a ſint doman, a repꝛobatt giuen 
duet to the ſpovle of honeſt maids, 4 to the deflowzing ofvirgins,hea- | 
ring as be trauelled boo nd of this Martin, did meanc to haue a fling 
at het, and therci c came into the town where bir kather dwelt and 
aſbed wozke, A very loneſt man ot that trade, ſecing bim a paſſing 


pꝛoper man, and of a very good and honeſt tountenance, and not ſim- 


ply app relled. ſayd he would make trial ol hun foz a garment oz two, 
and ſo tooke him into leruite: 2Mocne as hee ſaw hun vic his nec dle, 
he wondered not one!» at his wopkenucnſhippe, but at te ſwiftnes of 
bis hand. At laſt the fellow (\vhom we wil name W1llian:) defired his 
Maiſter that he might vic his ſheeres but once fo2 the cutting out of 
a dublet, which bis Paiſter graunted, and he vſcd lo excellently wel, 
that although his Paiſter was counted the beſt taploz in TAilteſhire, - 
vet he foundhimſclfa botcher in reſpect of his new intcrtained iour- 
neyman, ſo that from that time fozward he was mode fozeman of the 
op, a ſo pleaſes the gentlemen of that ſhire, that who but W IIltun 
ealkt on fo2 a good taploz in that ſhire, Ccic l, as pong men and mapdes 
meet on ſondayes F bolydaics, ſo this ta] lo was paſſing bzaue, # be- 
gan to frolike it amongſt the mapdes, & cole very lib cral, be ing ful ol 
ſiluer and geld, & fo his per ſonage a pꝛoperet man than any was in 
all the Pariſh, and made a far off a kind of loue to this Nlarian, who 
ſecing this William to be a very bandſame man, began ſomewhat is 
affect bim, lo that in ſhoꝛt tune ſhe thought wel ot his kauozs, & thcre 
grew ſome loue betweent them inlomuch that it came to hu kathers 
rares, who began to ſchcole his daughter koz luch foolifh affect iõ to 
war ds one ſht knew not whithe was, norwhither he would: but im 
vaine, Mlarraneould not but thinke welok him, ſo that ber father cue 
dip lent forhis after and began to que ſ ion ok the diſpoſition of bis 
men. The Maiſter told the Farmar friendly that wlathe was hee 
tier not, as being amtert ſtranget vnto him: but fo) his wezkman⸗ 
up, he was onc ok toe moſt etcellert both for needle andſheeres in 
Cnglar dꝛfoꝛ bis behauto? ſince he tame inte bis houle, he had bebaucd 
himlelẽ very bonc ſliy and curtroufly : welapparciiud he was, and well 
monied, might fo? bis good qualities ſe eme to be a geod we mans 
fellow. Although this lonit what ſatel lied the ferher, yet he was loch a 
toe ſpould tere aw ap his daughter tyat ſhe Holy be dau to lue 
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of a bare occupation, whereas He might haue landed men to her hul- 


eee 
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ly, ſcei»gnoperſwaſions could dam her from the taylo2 , lett her to 
her owne libertie, and (s ſhee and William agreed chat in 
ſhoꝛt time idey were married, and hes a } | 
and liued by the ſpace of 0 cony a peare 
At laſt latiſ died with the luſt of hes new wile, he thought it 


lit ſome other of his wiues (fo) at that inffant'hee had ſixterne alive) - 


and made a ſcuſe to his wile and his wines father to go into Yozkſhir' 
(which was his natiue country) and viſithis friends, and craue ſom- 
what of his father towards honſhold. bis wife was loth to 
part from her ſweet Wil. yet he mut de content, and ſo welhozt and 
p2outded, awap hee rydes fo} a moneth oz two, chat was bis furtheſk 
dap, and downe goes he into lome other country to ſolate himſell with 
ſome other ofhis wines. In this meane while one of his wiues that 
he married in 0} about Tanton in Dommerlerſhire, hadlearnd ofhis 
villany, and how many wines he had, and by long traueyle had got a 
note of their names and dwelling, and the hands and ſeales ol euerit 
par ich where he was married, and now by fo2tune ſhee heard that hee 
had married a wife in Muſpire, not farre from 2 thither 
bies ſbee with warrants from the Biſhop and diuers Juſtices to ap- 
p2ehendhim, and comming tothe Towne where he dwelt, vere ſub- 
tilly inquired at her holt ot᷑ his effate, who told her that he had married 
arich Lamers daughter, but now was gone downe to his friendes 
in Yozkſhire , and would be at home againe within a weeke, foz bee 
had been eight werkes alreadie from home. The woman inquired no 
further fo2 that time, but the next moyning went home to the Far- 
mers houle, and delired him to lende fo; his daughter, foꝛ thee would 
ſpeake with her from her huſband : the man ir aight did ſo, and ſhee 
_ hearing ſhe ſhoudd haue newesfromhcr Willizm, came very haſtily, 


Then the woman ſaid, ſhee was ſozp fs) het, in that their miffoꝛtunes 


were alpke, in being married to ſuch a rumagate as this Taploz: foz 
(quoth ſhee) it is not pet apeare and ahalfe ſince hee was married to 
me m Somerſetſhire. As this went colde to the olde mans heart, ſo 
| Rroke it deadly into the mind of Mar ian, who deſiring her to tell the 
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| how be turnt d from it, whatlo- 
ever hap did afterward befalvntdher. Her facher that buev her dear- 
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truth, be out with her teſtimony, and ſyewed them how be had at that 
i1Gant ſicte ene wines gliue. When they read the certificate, am ſawe 
thehandes and ſeales of egery parilþ , the old man fel a weeping : but 
ſuch was the grit ke of that her ſozrow ſtopt her teares, and 
ſbe (at as a wamian in a trance, til at laſt fetching a great ſigh, ſhe cal- 
led Gad to witnes ſhe woulo be reueuged on him fo} al his wiues, and 
would make him a gener al example of al ſuch gracele ſſe runnagates. 
Do be conceald the matter, and placed this her fellow in miſtoꝛtune 
in akjalwomans houle of hers, ſa lecretly as might be, attending the 
comming of hir trecherous hulvand, who returned within a foztuight, 
hauing in the ſpace hee was abſent vilicedthzee 62 foure of his wines, 
and nom ment to make a ſhoze cut ofthe matter, # ſel al that his new 
wile had, and to tt auel into ſome other ſbire, foz hee had heard how 
bis Somerſetſhire wife had made inquiry after him in diuers places, 
Being come home he was wonderfully welcome to Muian, who en» 
tertained him wich ſuch curteſles as a kind wife could any waies al- 
foozdhim,onlyÞ vle of her body ſhe denied, ſaping her naturaldiſeaſe 
was vpon her. Qel to be bꝛiele, a great ſupper was made, and al her 
friends was bidden, e he euery way lo welcome as if it had bin the day 
ol bis 2 things was (;noothed vp lo cunningiy p he luſpec⸗ 
ted nothing leſſe then reuenge intTdedagaialt him. A ſſoone as ſup- 
per was ended, # al had taken then leaue, our taplo2 would to bed, and 
his wife wich her own hands he lpt to vndzeſle hin very lovingly, and 
being laid daun ſhe kiſt him, & ſaid ſhe would go to hir fathers e come 
again ſtraight, bidding bim fal a ſlecp the whileſt : hee p was dꝛowſie 
with trauel dzinking at ſuppcr, had no nced of great mcreaty, lo he 
ſtraight fel into a ſound ſlumber, the whileſt Te had lent fo2 his other 
wile, g other her neighdozs diſguiled, # comming ſoktiy into the par- 
lour where he lay, ſhe turnd vp his clothes at his keete, ſ; tyed his legs 
faſt togicher with a rope, then waking him, ſhe aſked him what reaſon 
he had to ſleep ſo ſoundly. he new wankte out his fleey began to ſiretch 
himſelke, and gald his legs with the cozd, whereat he wandzing ſapd; 
How now wife? whats that hurts mp legs what ate mp fect bound 
togither : Marian looking on him with lookes ful of death, made him 
this anſwer : J villaine,chy legs are bound, but hadſt thou thy iuſt de · 


lart, thy necke had long ſince been ſtretcht at the gallowes, but be loꝛe 
thou and J pare , I wil make chee a iuſt ſpectacle vnto the woꝛld, fog 
thp abhominablecrecherp; and with that ſhe clapt her hand kal on the 
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a'rc of his head, and held him down to the pulow. William dziuen in 
to a Vondꝛous amaze at thele wozds, ſaid trembling: Dwecte wife, 
what ſonatn alter ation is this? what meane theſe woꝛds wife ? Traps 
tod (q. ſbet) Jam none ok thy volle, neither is this thy wife. with that 
e lought ber koꝛth that he was maried in Somer ſetſbne, although 
thou art maried to her as wel as to me and hall like a villaine ſought 
the ſpoile of ü kteene women beſide my lelfe, that thou ſhalt heare by 
lt? certificat,* with p there was read the bedꝛal of his wiucs, where 
hee married them, and where ey welt. At this hee lex 19 as in a 
raunce, ę oulp fox aijſwer ij hands, and de ſired them bath to 
be nterciful vnto him, koꝛ be * alwas ttutb. my he bad bin a hai- 
vous offcndcr,and de lerued death. Tuſh ſaith Marian, uit bow canſt 
thou make any one of vs amends ⁊ Ik a man kil the kather, he may ſa: 
tiſfie the blood in the ſonne: if a man Neale, he may make xpſticutjon : 
but he that robs a wommi bt het hone dy v vitgliiitie, Uo quer make 
any ſatiſſaction 7andtherfoje fo2 althe rel bens 7 ow 
that his other wilt andthe women gl c hold on ham, K held him fall, 
while Marian with a ſharpe taloz 15 dff his Noh W him a 
gelding. Jthtake ſhee had litle relpert where the ligne was, oz obſer⸗ 
ued litle art fy2 the ſtring, but olf they went, a then ſhe caſt them in his 
face, (aid, Now luſtful whozemajſter, $0 F decclue other women as 
thou haſt done vs, if thou cant, fo they on in a ſur gion to him p they 
had pꝛouided, e away they went. The in Pa in great paine of bo- 
dy, c agony ok mind, the ſurgion looking to his wound, had mich ado 
to ſtanch the blood, g alwaies he laught hartily when hee thought on 
the reuenge, and bad a bengeance on ſuch ſow-gelders as made ſuch 
large ſlits: but at laſt he laid a blood - laiſter to him, & ftopt his blec- 
ding, and to be bꝛieke in time heald him bat with much paine. Alſoone 
as he was whole, and might go abꝛoad without danger, de was com- 
nutted to the gaole, and after ſome other puniſhment. baniſhed out 
et QAulſhire and DSomerſctſhirc fo2 euer after. Thus was this luſtie 
cocke ofthe game made a capon, and as J heard, had litle luſt to mar- 
ry any mo2e wiucs to his dytng dap. 

{ow like pou of this connp-catching P. R. G: But becaule nom 
we haue entred talkeofTaplozs, let mec haue about with them, fo2 
they bee mightie Conny-catchers i in ſundꝛy linde s. J p)ay pon what 
JIoct hath ſo many fictions,what Painter ſo many foncics,as a Tap⸗ 
{02 hach kaſhiong, ts ſhew the varietic ois artz changing cuerp week 
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the ſhape ofhis apparel into new fozms, oz els he is counted a meer e 
botcher. The venetian a:w the gallogaſcaine is ale, and trunke ſlop 
out of vle, te rounde hoſe dumbaſted (loſe to the beech, and rukt a- 
bout the necke wich a curle, is now common to e llion in ehe 

3 be they neuer ſo quaintly quilted, pet fozloory the 
ſ ie at plough mut haue his belly as ſide as the courtier , that hee 
map pille out at a button hole at the leaft, And al theſe frange deviſes 
doth the Taplaz inuent co make paoze egentenen _ 0 ik they 
were . f deluet 

pans 


to pꝛe- 
ſkirt, and 

2 — — — dy the elbows 

ſoulbdavo 


be were a 
vnder the 


* 


— put on an armour of pꝛoole to fight in Me- ende 
ben eee ee e, g n alkene 
| e pooꝛe , Etuer alke moe 
veluer rw pn and a halle chen the doublet ig coulcience requices, 
But herein lies the lex parcof cheit conp=catching:fo2 choſe gtaund 
| Taylojschachune althe cigh rige p2operties of chemperie, which is to 
ve knaulſd, cheeuich, and pzoude, take this courſe with courtiers and 
courtiy gentlemen, they flave outlide, inlide, lace, dzawing out, and 
making, and chen ſet downe their parcels in a bil, which they ſoouer- 
Pile, that ſome of them wich verp pꝛicking bpof dublets, * fleet 
pong genttemen ok whole Lo2dſhips, g cal you not this tony-catehing 
G Co oſe the figure Pleonaſmos, Hiſce oculit, wilyjthe ſe t ies 


P. 
Thane ſeene CTaplozs pꝛentiles (el as much vales in a weeke in cloth 


of golde, deluet, ſatten, taſtata, and lace, as hath becne woozth thiriie 
chilunges, and theſe earcs hath heard them ſco}ne when their valcs 
came but to tenſhiffiuges, and pet there were fourepJentiſes in the 
hop. Jfche pꝛenkifes could lurch fo mightily, then iu hat did the mat- 
ſtet ꝛ But pou muſk imagine this was a wamans taplo2, that could i. 
a gowne put ſeuenteene par ds of ell bzoad taffata, bleſi be the Frenc! 
ſleeues E bꝛeech verdingales, that grants them luer ty ta tonnycatc 

ſa mightily. But this Jtalke of our London and courtly Caploze 

but euen the poaze pzicklouſe the countcy tapla}, Hat bath ſcarſe an; 
mo2e wealth then his thimble, his needle, his pzelſing p2on, and bi. 

cheers, wil filtch as wel as the p22udeſt of that trade in England, they 
wil ta ſnip and ſnap, that al the reutr lion goes into hel. Now ſir, tl. s 
hel is a place that the tailozs haue vuder their ſhoybs0zd,wher altheir 
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Rotne chꝛeds is t2uT , and I pꝛap pou tal pou nat this pilling # pol 
lin z. and flat C:mp-catcying Hailer R. G: Bat becauſe you may 
ſee whether J.peake tcuth 02 ao, Ile tel you a merry ieſt ofa Taploꝛ 
m Yo2ke nt carre from Peter gate, done abaut fourteene yeare ago, 
and thus it fel our. e 
A pleaſant Tale ofa Taylor, how he conny-catclit a Gen- 

tlewomau, and was made lumſelſe a Gonny at- 
terwardes by his man, 


JP? Po2keſh:retheredwelt a womans T aplo2 famous fox his Arte, 
but nateo fa his filching, which alt hough hee was light fingerd, pet 
fo; ty: excellency ot his woꝛkmanſbiy hee was much ſaught too, nd 
kept moze Yourupmen , then auy ftue iu that citie did: and albeit hee 
would haue his ſhare of veluet, ſatten, oz clathofgolde,pct they muſt 
find na fault with hun. c alt he halfſpoyld their gar ment in p making, 
Belt..cs, he was paſſing pꝛoud, and had as haughtie alooke, as it his 
father had with the diucl look te oucr Lyncalne: his opdinarp dublets 
were Taffat.; eut int je ſommer vp:n a wought irt, ad his clo abe 
kaced wity veluct, his ockinges of che pureſt granado lilke, with a 
French painde hoaſe of the richeſt billiment lace, a beauer hatte turft 
with v.lu;t, ſo quaintly as i he haz hen ſome E. pagnolo trickt vp to 
goe court ſom2 quaint curteſinc, inſo much that a plaui ſeruingman 
once meeting bim ia this attire, going (320ugh <Tzamgat to take aire 
in the ficld,thought hin at the leaſt ſome Eſqui:c,aud of mich bis Hat 
and gaue his w3zihip he time of the dap. this clawed this Gloriolo 
by te elbow, ſo that ita Tauerne had been by, a pottle of wine ould 
baue been the lea reward fo2 a largeſſe ta ta ſimple [crying man: 
dut this bo'v:calhuff: Iauffe, not content to paſſe gwap with one wo? 
Chip, began to hold the fellow in pꝛate. and to gueſt;on whole nian hee 
was. The ow tur teouſlp mokiag a lo cringe ſaide, map i; pleale 
pour woo: ſhip, I ſerue ſuch a Gentleman dwellmg in ſuch a place. as 
thus he anſwered him. he ſpied in the gentlemans bolome a neerle and 
a theed, wherenpon the fe lo u imply ſapa to him, ſte your aoꝛſbip⸗ 
mun in looking tbis moꝛainq to your doublet, hath left a needle ond a 
thzeede en your won chips bꝛeſt, vou had beſt tate it off , lealt lame 
thinke your woꝛſ to bee a Taplour « The Taylour not thinkyng 
the felow ad [po ſimply, but 1 him, made this reply: — 
. | : wev 
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Cawcy knane daeſt thou mocke mer: what if J beea taylour, whats 
that to thee, wert not fo ſhame J would lende thee a boxe on the care 
02 two, the felow being plaint, but peentſh and an olde knaue, gat he- 
ring by his owne woꝛds that he was a taylour ſapd, fpe ſo God helpye 
me J vou not, bur are pou a taylour. I marry am Jquoth he, 
why then ſayes the ſeruyng man, all my cappes, knees, and wozlhips, 
JI did to thy apparrel, and thereicze moiſter tbeuke mee, kor it s 
agapntt iy wil, but naw F Kno e thee tercwel good honc ſt pyicke- 
louce, and loste not debynde pon, ko it yu doo, ile wind ge yo in 
my ſcabbei d ot my ſuoid til J can ſland oucr ibet, away went Nlon- 
ſier M. giufico frowriug, and the ſcrupng man went int a the C tie 
hughin bär alt this ts dut to reſcribe the nature ok the man, now to 
the lterktes of his Art, all the Gentlewomen ol the Countrey crpre 
out vpon hem, vrt kould they not part from him, becauſe he lo quaint- 
ly fitted the humoꝛ F at laſt it ſo fel out, that a Gentlewoman not 
katre fram Feroy Btigges, had a taffata gowne tu make. and bet 
would haut no leſſe at thoſe dayes then clruen cls ofclbzoad taffata, 
ſo thee bought lo much and * co fend it, (hee ſayd to het huſbaud 
in hearing of al her ferumguren, what a ſpight is this, ſceing that J 
mut ſend alwayes to pondtt aue tayloʒ two pards moze then is ne- 
cefſary , but hom can we amend vs, all the teſt are but botchers in te- 
ſpect of him, and pet nothing gri:ues mec but we can ncuer take him 
with it, e pet J and mint haue flood by while hee hath cut my gow ne 
but, a pleaſant feilowe that was new tome to ſerue het huſband, one 
that was his Clarke end a pzety ſcholtr, ankwercd good miſttis giue 
me leave to carry pour taffata and ſce it cut out, and it J ſpy not out 
bis knauery laugh t me when I come home, marry Jpzithp do q. bis 
ind miſtris, but wyatſor uter thou ſecſ ſay nothing le alt he be angiy 
and ſpolte mp gown,ler me alone miſtris q. he, and ſo aw ap he goes to 
- Pozk, # coming to this taploz found him in his ſhop, & dellueted him 
the taffata with this meſſage, that his miſtris had charged him to lee it 
tut out, not 0 ſi e ſuſpected him, but þels he wold let it ly 16g by him 
and take other wozke in hand, 3 tayloꝛ ſcoꝛn fully ſayd he ſhould, & al- 
ked him ik he had any ſpectacles about him, no q.the felowmy ſight is 
poong inougb IJ need no glaſſeg. if you do put them quoth he, and ſic 
if you tan let me ſteale a yard of taffata out of pour miſteeſſt gowne, 
and fo raking his ſheeres in band he tut it our ſo nimbly that hee cut 
thiee fo2eparts to the goon, and four ſide pieces that b * 
the 
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the fellow geft he had ſtolne two cls & ahalf,but ſay noching he durſt. 
Alloone as he had done, thete tame in moze gentlemens men with 
woꝛke, that the tayloz was very buſie & regarded not, the ſeruingn. 
who ſceing the taploꝛs cloke lying loſe, lifted it away & carted it home 
with him to his miſtris houſe, where he diſcourſt to his maiſter & his 
miſtris what he had ſcen, & how he had ſole the tailoꝛs cloake, not to 
that intent to filtch, but to try an experiment vpon bim, foʒ maiſter q. 
be, when he d2ngs home my millt is gown, he wil complain ol þ loſſe 
of his cloake, & then ſee, doe pou but tel hin that I am experienced i 
Magike, & can caſt a figure, and wil tel him where his cloke is with- 
out tau, ſay but this lic, and let me alone; they al agreed, e reſolued 
tottythe w.t of their pong man. But lcauing him, agame to our tap- 
lo! : ho hen he had diſpatcht his cuſtomeis, was ready to walke 
with one of them to the tauern, & then milt his cloke,lcarcht al about, 
but find it he could not, neither kuew be wl d to ſuſpect: ſs with much 
gric te he paſt u ouer, # when he had ended the gentlewomans gown 
(becauſe ſhe was a good cuſtomer of his) he himlcif tooke his nag E 
rid home withal : welcome he was to the gentle woman and hir hul- 
baud, and the gown was paſſing fit, ſo that it could not be amended, 
inſomuch that the gentlewoman pꝛaiſd it, and bighly thankt him, Oh 
miſtris (quoth he)thoughit is a good gown to vou, tis an infoxtunace 
gowne tome,fo2 that day pour man bzought the taffata,J had acloke 
Non thacNood me but one foztnight befo2c in foure pound, andncues 
ſince could Jbcare any wozd of it. Truly ſait the Gentleman, I am 
paſſing ſoꝛty fo2 pour loſſe, but that ſame man that was at pom houſe 
is paſſing ſkilful in Mcgromancy,andif any man in England can tel 
pou where pour cloke is. mp man can: marry q. he, and I wil gine him 
a bzace of angels foz bis labour: ſo the fellow was caſo and tallit with 
all. and at his miſtris requeſt was content to doit, but he would haue 
bis twenty ſhillings in hand, and pzomiſedif he told him not where it 
was, who had it, and cauſed it to be deliuered to him again, koʒ bis tws 
angels he would giue him ten pounds: vpon this the tayloꝭ willmgly 
gaue him the money, and vp went he into a cloſet lit a learned clark, 
and there was thzec oꝛ foure houres laughing at the tayloꝛ, de think- 
ing he had bin al tis while at C aur ake. Atlaft downe to mes the fel- 
low with a figure dzawn ii a paper in his hand, & ſn iling cald fo a 
bi le, and told the tay loꝛ he would tel bim who had his cloke, where it 
was,f helpe him to it agamc. ſo that he would be [woznc on a bible to 
E2 dnn⸗ 
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auſwer to all que ſtious that he demanded ok him faithfully; the tayloꝛ 
granted and \woze on a bib le, then hee td manded al ould go out but 
his maiſter, his miltres, the tayloꝭ and himſelf. Then he began thus: 
wel, vou haut taken pour oth on the holp bible. tel me q. hc, did you not 
cut tinte fozeparts fo) mp miltris gowne*At this the t lo; bluſht, # 
began to be in a chafe,and would haue flung out df tlie booꝛe, but the 
ſerutngman ſaid,nay neuer ſtart man, ſo befoze thou g ot ſt out of this 
parlour .it thou denteſt it. J wil bing the taffata thou floleſi into this 
place, wꝛapt in thine own cloake : & therfoze anſwere directly to mp 
queſtion,leaff to pour diſcredit I ſhew you the+rick ofa ſcyoller : the 
taylo halle afra:d, ſaid he did ſo indeed: and q he,zt pou not cut foure 
ſide peeces wher you haue cut but two des al is truc q the tayloꝛ why 
then as true it is, that to deceiue the decetLer is no decctt: fo? as tt uly 
as pou ſole my miſtris t affaca, ſo truly did I ſteale pout cloake, and 
here it is. At this the tayloꝛ was aniz37d, che gentle man and his wife 
laught hartily,+ ſo al was turner to an. rryment. the tayloꝛ had his 
cloake a gain, the gentlewoman hir caff it a, and the ſeruingmon twen⸗ 
t ſbillings, was not this pꝛe:y aid wity Conny-catclung P. K G. 
Thus haue IJ pꝛoued toyo nass, hou there is no cflate. trade. 
occupation, noz miſtery. but se 5p Comny-catching, *nd that our 
ſhift at cards commparedts the ceſt.is the i npleſt of al, tp. tfarſooth, 
vou could beſtow the pataes ta wꝛite two whoir P unphteta ag ait 
vs pooꝛe conpcatchers: think N. ¶ it hal not ve put vp cxcep. pou 
gr aunt vs our requeſt. It is into med vs that you ate in hand with a 
bodke nwmed Thie repentance ofa Conny-catcher,w.th a diſcouc- | 
ry of ſecret ville inies, wherein pou meane codilcoucſe at fulthe na⸗ 
ture of the ſlripping Law, which is the abuſe offered by the :cprrs 
of New gate to pooe pꝛiſoners. and ſo ine that belong te the Narthal- 
{ca, Jfpou doe ſo. ye ſhal do not enely a cbaricable, but a meritonous 
dred: foꝛ theoccafion of moſt miſchteke, of greateũ nipp ung and foy- 
ling, and of al vilanies comes though the extozting bubery of ſome 
cooſſemag and counter faite keepers and tompantons that carry vn 
lawful warrants avout them to take vp men {il your wo?!hip ther 
foze ſtand coyour woꝛde, and ſet out the diſcoutty of that al wee of 
Wlittington Colledge wilreft pour berdmen. Other wilc lo oke 
that J wifhaue the etue of Cony · catchers ſweare tyemſelues pour 
pꝛoleſſed enemits for ener. F are wel. 
| Cuthbert Conny-caccher, 
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